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coral reef
=X fom the Encyclopadia Britannica

-

coelenterates, of which coral polyps are the mos!
imparant A coral reed may grow into a
permanent coral island. Often called the
“rainforasts of he sea.” coral reefs an home 1o &
spectacular variety of organisms.

features result from this live segment. The
accumulations of carbonate sand and mud
provide a habitat for sea grasses and mangroves
and for almost inconspicuous blue-green algal
mats. These planis and algae rap and stabilize
sadiment, and their accumulations are also
accreiad o the whole reef complex. Storms and
surf heap up fragmental material into beaches and
shoals, and the shoals may develop into low
sandy or rubbly islets or cays on top of the reef.

L]

ridge of hummock formed in
shallow ocean areas by
algae and he calcareous
skeletons of cemain

A coral reef is actually a
complex of features, only
par of which is a living coral
or algal framework, although
the other associated
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